PROGRESSIVE BLACK MEN, INC.

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I.  NAME

The name of this organization shall be Progressive Black Men.

ARTICLE II.  PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES
SECTION 1.  PURPOSE
Progressive Black Men is a brotherhood whose purpose is to reconstruct and redefine the image of the Black male and uplift people of African descent.

SECTION 2.  OBJECTIVE
It shall carry out its purpose through community service, volunteer work, humanitarian aid and the development of high standards of personal integrity and moral character.

ARTICLE III.  AFFILIATION

S.I.S.T.U.H.S. (Strength Initiative Spirituality Tenacity Unity Health Substance) shall be an official affiliate organization of Progressive Black Men and be recognized as the official sister organization to Progressive Black Men.  The two organizations shall work jointly towards the fulfillment of their purpose and objectives.

ARTICLE IV.  MEMBERSHIP

All members of Progressive Black Men shall be males who are in accordance with the purpose and objectives of Progressive Black Men, have accepted the terms and conditions set forth by the Constitution and Bylaws, and have paid in advance the requisite membership dues as prescribed by the National Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V.    ORGANIZATION 

SECTION 1.  GOVERNMENT

The government of Progressive Black Men shall be vested in a National Board of Directors and a National Convergence.

Section 2. Structure

Progressive Black Men shall be organized into chapters according to the membership grades outlined in the National Bylaws.

Section 3.  Building Loan Fund

There is hereby created a Progressive Black Men Building Loan Fund to be used to supplement monies otherwise available to the chapters and colonies for the purpose of financing house or office purchase, construction, remodeling, furnishings and equipment, and providing guidance and assistance to chapters and colonies with regard to insurance, safety matters and future housing needs.

ARTICLE VI.  OFFICERS

SECTION 1. Officers  

The officers of Progressive Black Men shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and. Immediate Past President Nothing shall preclude the offices of Secretary and Treasurer from being held by one person.

SECTION 2.  TERM OF OFFICE 

A Term of office shall be established as two years.  No officer shall serve more than two terms in succession.

ARTICLE VII.  FUNDS

SECTION 1.   National Induction Fee
For each man inducted, the chapter shall pay to Progressive Black Men the National Induction Fee. This fee shall be waived for national honorary members.

SECTION 2.   National Induction Fee for Non-Collegiate Members
For each active or professional member induction, the chapter shall pay to Progressive Black Men the National Induction Fee. The payment of this fee shall entitle the inductee to the official publication of Progressive Black Men and other benefits as long as he is a member of the organization.

SECTION 3.   National ACtive Fee
Each year, each chapter shall pay an annual assessment fee to Progressive Black Men along with the National Active Fee for each active member of the chapter. 

ARTICLE VIII.  MEETINGS

The National Convergence shall be held annually at such place and time as the National Board of Directors shall designate.

ARTICLE IX. BYLAWS

SECTION 1.  The Bylaws 
The Bylaws appended to this National Constitution shall conform to the fundamental principles expressed in the National Constitution of Progressive Black Men.

ARTICLE X.  RATIFICATION AND AMENDMENT

SECTION 1.  AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

An amendment to the National Constitution shall be initiated as specified in the Bylaws; submitted to the chapters by the Secretary; and become enacted when it receives the favorable vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the active organization of three-fourths (3/4) of the chapters. 

The National Constitution may be amended by a referendum vote of chapters upon the presentation to National Convergence of a written petition signed by at least 50 members of Progressive Black Men, representing at least four chapters, requesting such referendum vote of the chapters. Upon receipt of such petition, National Convergence shall cause to be published as soon as practicable in the Chronicles of the Collective an opinion poll setting forth the text of the petition and inviting all members to respond with their approval or disapproval, along with comments. If at least ten (10) percent of the living active members of Progressive Black Men respond to such opinion poll within six (6) months after publication and if two-thirds (2/3) of those responding support the petition, the Secretary shall submit the proposed amendment to a vote of the chapters in accordance with this Article.

SECTION 2. BYLAWS REVISION

The revision of the National Bylaws of this organization will be revised if necessary yearly at the National Convergence and shall be sufficient for the establishment of these Bylaws between the chapters so ratifying this Constitution.

ARTICLE XI National Board of Directors REGULATIONS

Regulations and changes thereto, shall be adopted by National Board of Directors to implement and provide for the continuance of those functions directed by the National Constitution and Bylaws, mandates of the National Convergence, and/or good administrative practices not contrary to Progressive Black Men precepts and governing documents.

